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ness; and was willing, in all particulars of his life,, that a just obedience should he paid to the public ordinances of religion. The offering made in this case is an undesigned coincidence attesting the poverty of His parents. This feast is of considerable antiquity. St. Chrysostom mentions it as celebrated at his time in the Church.
PURITANS. A name assumed by the ultra-protestants in the reigns of Elizabeth, James I. and Charles I., who called themselves pure, though their doctrines were so impure as to lead them on to the murder of their Archbishop and their King. A violent and popular outcry has often been raised against the Church because, at the Restoration, those of the clergy who refused to conform were ejected from their benefices. But it will be well to see how the case really stands, Seven thousand English clergymen, having refused to take the covenant at the great rebellion, were ejected from their livings, their places being supplied by dissenting teachers. This inost honourable testimony to the clergy of the Church of England at that period ought never to be forgotten. At the Restoration it was required that all those persons who had thus become possessed of the property of the English Church should either conform to the regulations of the Church or resign. Of all the Puritan clergy then in possession, only two thousand thought fit to resign rather than comply. And these two thousand were ejected from what ? From their rights ? No, but from their usurpations. Five thousand conformed and still retained possession of the Church property, so that many of the previously ejected clergy of the Church of England who hoped, at the Restoration, to be restored to their own, were soreJy disappointed and cruelly used. This treatment of the English clergy by the Puritans is worthy of notice, and is an instructive commentary on the spirituality of their pretensions, and the tendencies of their consciences.
The taking of the covenant was now pressed close through all the parliament quarters, which brought a terrible persecution upon the loyal clergy. Those who refused to comply were turned out of their houses, and not suffered to compound either for personal or real estate. This rigour forced great numbers of the clergy to quit their benefices, and retire to places under the king's pro-